
The year 2025 saw a number of milestone anniversaries:  
In addition to the company’s founding, Eppendorf celebrated  

the 80th anniversary of its Leipzig location, the 50th anniversary  
of its Oldenburg plant, and 30 eventful and successful years at  

its location in Malaysia. 

Eppendorf came into being on August 7, 1945, sealed by 
an agreement between “Dr. Netheler’s Working Group” 
and the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
(UKE) for the repair of medical devices. This agreement 
laid the foundation for the company. In 1946, Dr. Heinrich 
Netheler and Dr. Hans Hinz went on to found Elektro-
medizinische Werkstätten GmbH, which soon began 
developing its own highly innovative products, such as 
a stimulation current generator called the Stimulator or 
the Eppendorf photometer. Prototypes and patents for 
further devices followed. It was the beginning of a success 
story that continues to this day and was celebrated at many 
locations around the globe in 2025. 

Whether in Maldon, UK, Enfield, 
Connecticut/USA, at the German 
headquarters in Hamburg, or in 

Shanghai, China: The anniversary  
of Eppendorf was celebrated  

internationally.

Centrifuge Center and 
Plastics Proficiency
The plants in Leipzig and Oldenburg in Holstein both had 
two reasons to celebrate. Having emerged from Heinz Janetzki 
Maschinenbau KG, which was also founded in 1945, the 
Eppendorf location in Leipzig, too, was able to look back on 
80 years of existence. After growing into the 
largest manufacturer of laboratory centrifuges in 
the GDR and the entire Eastern Bloc in the 1950s 
and 1960s, the company’s eventful history led 
it to become part of the Eppendorf production 
network in 1991, representing quality and progress 
to this day. The Oldenburg plant is somewhat 
younger, having been founded 50 years ago for 
the production of plastic laboratory consumables. 
Over the years, it has undergone repeated expan-
sion, and in its anniversary year of 2025, it 
produced around three billion disposable plastic 
items – proof of its continuous growth and out-
standing technical excellence.

A Key Pillar in the 
Asia-Pacific Region
The history of Eppendorf in Malaysia began 
30 years ago in a small office in Kuala Lumpur. 
Three employees worked there, supporting 
customers and partners throughout Southeast 
Asia in sales and marketing. But that was only 
the beginning: Around seven years after its 
founding, the location expanded into a regional 
customer support center offering training and 
support for Eppendorf products and their 
technology. Further milestones followed in 
2006 with the establishment of the headquar-
ters for the Asia-Pacific sales region, which 
supported regional sales companies, and in 
2010 with the establishment of a regional 
shared services center. Ten years later, the 
now expanded sales, service, and adminis-
tration teams relocated to modern offices and 
six training labs for product and service 
training at the current headquarters in the 
city of Petaling Jaya near Kuala Lumpur. 

In 2025, the Oldenburg plant 
celebrated not only the 80th 

anniversary of Eppendorf, but 
also the 50th anniversary of 

its location.

Last year, the facility in 
Malaysia celebrated its 

30th anniversary.
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